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From the Agent's Desk 

DeSoto Parish 4-H Jr. Livestock Club
Our Jr. Livestock is growing and we need YOUR help!  If you or your farming 
operation would like to make a financial donation to the DeSoto 4-H Jr. Livestock 
program, contact our office! 
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10117 Hwy 171 

Grand Cane, LA 71032

318-872-0533

www.LSUAgCenter.com

Upcoming Events

September 2023
8th-9th: DeBossier Showdown 
Livestock Show

30th: NW Region Hunter's Forum

October 2023
7th: Homesteader's Conference
14th: DeSoto Plant Swap
16th: DeSoto Parish Cattleman's 
Association Meeting

DeSoto Parish is made up of 
547,840 acres of land with a 
population of approximately 27,000 
residents. Timber, beef cattle, and 
forages are the major commodities. 

Until next month, 
Josh   

 I think we can all agree on one thing as we enter into a new month, thank the 
Good Lord for some cooler temperatures and a little bit of much needed rain.  These 
"cool" fronts that we have been experiencing are a greatly appreciated break from 
the triple digit heat we had in August.  Many parts of DeSoto received rainfall within 
the last week.  It wasn't enough to bust the drought but right now every little drop 
counts.  As of August 31st, DeSoto is now classified as a D3 Extreme Drought 
intensity level.  Livestock producers within DeSoto Parish can now qualify for drought 
assistance through the Livestock Forage Disaster Program which is under the 
jurisdiction of the USDA's Farm Service Agency.  If you wish to sign up for this 
program, you will need to contact your local FSA office and schedule an appointment 
with a representative from that office.
 We are entering a busy time of year in the world of extension.  Next week   
4-H livestock exhibitors will be showing off their livestock projects here at the 4-H 
barn for the 2023 DeBossier Showdown.  I would like to invite you to come out and 
show your support of these kids and see the hard work that they put into their 
projects.  There are also a few regional events coming up as you can see on the left 
side of this newsletter under upcoming events.  I have also included flyers for these 
events in this newsletter.  I hope to see you around.

https://lsuagctr-my.sharepoint.com/personal/aiverson_agcenter_lsu_edu/Documents/Documents/1%20-%20ACCESSIBILITY/4%20-%20Templates/Newsletter/www.LSUAgCenter.com




Northwest District Livestock Show 

COMMERCIAL HEIFER PEN 

SALE&SHOW 
Wednesday, January 24th, 2024 

Held at Red River Livestock Auction 
6066 LA-1 Coushatta, LA 

Any 4-H'ers or FFA members in the Northwest 

Livestock District, (Bienville, Bossier, Caddo, 

Claiborne, DeSoto, Jackson, Lincoln, Red 

River, Sabine or Webster parish) 

*Validation: September TBD
*Palpation: January

*Record books and summary due:
January 10th, 2024 

*Show/Judging: January 23rd, 2024
*Sale: Wednesday, January 24th, 2024

Bona fide 4-H and FFA members have the opportunity to participate in a 

commercial heifer pen sale and show. Entries consist of a pen of three of 

commercial heifers. Heifers will be judged by a panel and will be sold. For 

more information please contact any of the following listed below. 

Please contact any of the following for a registration form: 

Mr. Lee 
Faulk 

318-927-2578
Ext. 205

• 

Mr. Josh 

Salley 

318-872-0533

Mr. John 
Terrell 

318-226-6805

Ms. Erika 
Derma 

318-965-2326



Nutrient content
1.2 lb. CP  8.9 lb. TDN
2 lb. CP  11 lb. TDN

Deficit/Surplus
0.3 lb. CP and 1.1 lb. TDN
0.5 lb. CP and 1 lb. TDN

A 1100-pound cow at maintenance       Source: LSU AgCenter Master Cattlemen Program
-  Requires per day 10 lb. TDN and 1.5 lb. CP
-  She can consume 1.8% of her body weight in the low-quality hay, so 1100 lb. X 1.8% = 19.8 lb.
-  19.8 lb. X 6% CP = 1.2 lb. CP and 19.8 lb. X 45% = 8.9 lb. TDN
As you can see from the chart above, a 6% CP hay will not provide the protein and total digestible 
nutrients that the average size mature cow will require. In this case, she will need to be provided 
a supplemental feed source to be able to meet her nutrient needs and to maintain her body 
condition. This can be done by supplementing with the feedstuffs mentioned above. Winter annuals 
such as ryegrass and clover may also be planted this Fall to help with the lack of hay and hay 
quality.
The only way to know for sure what your cattle will be consuming this winter is by testing your 
hay. This can be done very quickly and simply by contacting your local extension office. We have 
the tools and means to pull hay samples and they can be sent to the LSU AgCenter’s Forage Test Lab. 
Routine samples are $15/sample and will give you the nutritional information that you need to make 
the best decisions regarding your winter supplement purchases. To schedule a hay test, call the 
DeSoto Parish Extension office at 318/872-0533 or email jsalley@agcenter.lsu.edu

Nutrient content
1.2 lb. CP  8.9 lb. TDN
2 lb. CP  11 lb. TDN

The LSU AgCenter will be hosting the annual Grazing School beginning in September.  The grazing school is 
designed to provide information and hands-on experience on a variety of different topics associated with 
forage production and utilization in livestock operations.  Some of the topics that will be covered are:

• Soil Fertility and Soil Health
• Hay and Baleage Production
• Weed Management and Forage Production
• Grazing Management and Grazing Systems
• Economics of Grazing Systems
•
The school will consist of five (5) full day sessions.  All sessions will occur at the Dean Lee Research Station
(either at the State Evacuation Center or the Rapides Extension Office) and will be held every other Friday.
The scheduled dates are:

• September 15
• September 29
• October 13
• October 27
• November 17



Cattle Pregnancy Determination Clinic 

Two dates available this year: 

Tuesday, October 3, 2023, 8:00 A.M. 
OR 

Thursday, October 5, 2023, 8:00 A.M. 

Hill Farm Research Station Homer, LA 

Cost: $200 per person. 
A $50 per person deposit is due September 25th. 

You will learn: 

Basics of Reproductive Anatomy Pregnancy Management Strategies 

Determining Pregnancy by Blood Testing, Ultrasound, and Rectal Palpation 

For more information, please contact: 

Lee Faulk 

LSU AgCenter 

Livestock Extension Agent 

318-245-4200

Dr. Ashley Keith Edwards 

LSU AgCenter 

State Beef Specialist 

512-818-5476

If you need special assistance to attend this meeting, please call the Hill Farm Research Station at 318-927-2578. The LSU AgCenter 

and LSU provide equal opportunities in programs and employment. The LSU AgCenter and LSU provide equal opportunities in pro­

grams and employment. 







For the latest research-based information on just about anything, visit our website:  
LSUAgCenter.com 

The LSU AgCenter and LSU provide equal opportunities in programs and employment. 

DeSoto 
Extension has a 
Facebook Page! 

Please go like our page so you can keep 
informed on agricultural events! 

www.Facebook.com/
desotoparishextension 

Membership and participation in activities and events are 
open to all citizens without regard to race, color, national 

origin, gender, religion, age, veteran status or disability.  If you 
have a disability that requires special accommodation for your 
participation in an activity, please contact us at 318-872-0533. 

DeSoto Parish 

10117 Hwy 171 
Grand Cane, LA 71032 
www.LSUAgCenter.com

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/
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